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 Desert DoingsDesert Doings   

The Newsletter of West Mesa Branch, AAUW                                     November 2009 
 

President ’s  NotePres ident ’s  Note     
Come and have a great meal with the West Mesa Branch on Saturday, 
November 14, at noon when we meet at Joe's Pasta House (3201 Southern 
Bvld. in Rio Rancho) for their Italian buffet.  Cost for the buffet is $11.00, 
which includes, tax, tip, and one beverage.  Please call Marj Wyckoff at 897-
1150 by Thursday, November 12, to have her count you in for this yummy 
lunch.  We'll meet in the private dining room in the back. 
  

Our program will be presented by our own branch member Jane Komatz, who will inform us 
about the operation of the food bank at her church, which is affiliated with the Roadrunner 
Food Bank in Albuquerque.   
  

And don't forget to bring your bathrobe for donation to the women at Haven House, our local 
shelter for victims of domestic violence.  Your gift will really bring comfort to a woman 
experiencing difficulties during the Holidays. 
  

For those of you who missed the mini book sale at the October meeting, I'm planning to 
bring the books to the November meeting. Proceeds go to the AAUW Educational 
Foundation for women's scholarships.  See you on the 14th! 
 

         -- Cheryl 
 

  
November November Luncheon Luncheon MeetingMeeting  

 

Saturday, November 14, 2009, at 12 Noon 
Joe’s Pasta House, 3201 Southern Blvd., Rio Rancho 

 
 

Cost is $11.   
Please RSVP to Marj Wyckoff at 897-1150 by Thursday, November 12. 

  

 Speaker:  Jane Komatz 
 

"" Food Bank OperationFood Bank Operation ""   
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HAVEN HOUSE DONATIONS:  One of the especially nice things this branch does is give Christmas presents in 
the shape of new robes for women living at the Haven House shelter for survivors of domestic abuse.  The robes 
are tremendously appreciated by the women who probably aren’t having a merry time right now.  If you have a gift 
bag or a box with wrapping paper and a bow to include, that would be appreciated, but please don’t wrap the gift 
yourself.  Women at the shelter are of all ages and sizes. 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION:   Our branch had the Educational Foundation luncheon in October and raised $267 for EF, 
but for those who couldn't attend, there's still time to give money.  The Corrine Wolff Fund now has $93,000 out of $100,000 
needed for scholarships in social work worldwide.  And the state will match all donations.  So make your checks out to EF 
and mail to Mimi Salinger, 211 Valle Vista, Corrales NM 87048.  
 
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: 

AAUW Member Wins Nobel Prize 

Carol Greider Shares Prestigious Award for Physiology or Medicine 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – AAUW celebrates Carol Greider, AAUW member-at-large and winner of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine along with her two colleagues, Elizabeth Blackburn and Jack Szostak. Greider has been a member of AAUW since 2002.  

Greider, Blackburn, and Szostak “discovered that telomeres are made up of simple, repeating blocks of DNA building blocks and are 
found in all organisms,” according to a Johns Hopkins University announcement. Understanding this biological process has paved the 
way to deeper knowledge of cancer and cellular aging.  

“AAUW has a long history of supporting women in the sciences, and we are thrilled to count another Nobel Prize winner among our 
ranks,” said AAUW Executive Director Linda D. Hallman, CAE. In 1920, AAUW awarded two-time Nobel Prize recipient Marie Curie a 
grant to assist with her groundbreaking research on radium. AAUW member Greg Mortenson, author of Three Cups of Tea, was 
nominated for the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize for his work supporting education for girls in Pakistan and Afghanistan.  

Greider, who holds a doctorate in molecular biology from the University of California, Berkeley, currently works as the Daniel Nathans 
Professor and Director of Molecular Biology and Genetics at the Johns Hopkins Institute for Basic Biomedical Sciences. She, Blackburn, 
and Szostak will attend the Nobel Prize awards ceremony in Stockholm, Sweden, on December 10.  

“Greider and Blackburn have shown that women can break through barriers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics,” said 
AAUW President Carolyn H. Garfein. “Their accomplishment serves as an excellent example of women making valuable contributions 
and the need that exists for supporting and encouraging great female minds, as AAUW does with our fellowships, grants, and community 
of successful women.” 

In 2009 a record five women were awarded Nobel Prizes. Prior to this year, only 35 women had ever received the honor. 
Greider and Blackburn were the first two women to simultaneously win the prize in medicine.  

The three other 2009 female laureates include Ada Yonath, who is sharing the Nobel Prize in chemistry; Herta Mueller, who 
won the prize in literature; and Elinor Ostrom, who is sharing the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences. Ostrom is the 
first woman to win the economics prize.  

To read what AAUW said on our blog about this yearÕs Nobel Prize winning women, please visit http://blog -
aauw.org/2009/10/12/aauw -member-awarded-nobel-prize/.  

To view Marie CurieÕs page in AAUWÕs online museum, please visit 
https://svc.aauw.org/museum/history/1920_1929/index.cfm .  
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Calendar     

 
Nov.      1       Daylight Savings Time ends.  Sleep in another hour! 
 
Nov. 10      Deadline for Winter Roadrunner  
 
Dec. 15      Deadline: nomination suggestions for AAUW-NM officers    

Submit to Nominating Committee – Carol Ann Council, Chair 
       Deadline: nominations for the Terry Sleight Memorial Award 
   Submit to Jean Bahr 
 
  

Keep up-to-date on state and other branch activities by visiting the AAUW- New Mexico website:  
 www.aauw-nm.org 

 

Interest Groups 
 
BRIDGE: 

  
BRIDGE TIPS:   Learn to play bridge or improve your skills.   We welcome all. 

 
  Nov. 5 - Bob Long    Nov. 19 - Cheryl Klenner 
 
   Dec.  3 - Jane Ferguson    Dec. 17 - Marian Arnold   
  
  
 PARTY BRIDGE:  Party Bridge meets the second and fourth Thursdays of the month at 1 p.m. at 
 the host's home.   Please call the host if you would like to play. 
  
  Nov. 12 - Marj Wyckoff--897-1150 
 
  Dec. 10 - Merry Sisneros—890-1406 
  
 
DINE AROUND will resume after the holidays. 
 
 
NOBLE READERS will meet at the Barnes & Noble coffee shop at 9:30 a.m.  Books for the upcoming meetings 
are: 
 
 Nov. 18  Family Tree by Barbara Delinsky  
   The Wednesday Letters  by Jason F. Wright  
 
 Dec. 16  American Lion  by Jon Meacham  
   (Meet for lunch somewhere)  
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