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 Desert DoingsDesert Doings   

The Newslet ter of West Mesa Branch, AAUW              ____               ___   May  2009 

From the President  
Get out your shorts and sandals!   Warm weather is here again!   Come and visit and 
enjoy another non -event event and a great day with  AAUW West Mesa Branch on 
Saturday, May 9 at NOON.   We will gather for a cookout with picnic fare at the home of 
Cheryl Klenner, 10416 Calle Hermosa Ct NW in Albuquerque (call 307 -9118 for 
directions).   The cost is $8, and any funds remaining after reimbur sement  for the food 
and beverages will go to  EF/LAF.  Our very own branch Public Policy Chair and state 
Public Policy Chair, Dixie Trebbe, will be giving us her exciting report about this year's 
very unusual state legislative session and how the voice of A AUW has been influential in 
Santa Fe.  
  
Thank you to Jo Rose, Merry  Sisneros, Mimi Salinger, Dixie Trebbe, and Jane Komatz who attended a 
very productive board meeting at Cheryl Klenner's house on April 4.   Plans for next year are shaping up 
well.   We are pleased to have this slate of officers for next year:  
         President                           Cheryl Klenner  
         VP/Membership                    Jo Rose 
         Recording  Secretary           Merry Sisneros 
         Corresponding Secretary    Sharon  Booth  
        Treasurer                            Mimi Salinger  
         EF Chair                              Mimi Salinger  
        Newsletter Edito r                Marianne Gardiner  
         Public Policy Chair              Dixie Trebbe  
The offices of V P/Program and Diversity Chair are open.   Please let a board member know if you are 
interested in filling one of these positions.  
  
Mark your calendars for the coming AAUW year:  
 September 12,   2:00 pm      Membership fiesta at Mimi Salinger's home  
 October 10, Noon                Meeting  
 November 14, Noon           Meeting at home of Marj Wy c koff  
 December                            No meeting  
 January 16, Noon                Meeting  
 February 13                          Joint meeting with Albuquerque Branch  
 March 13, Noon                   Meeting  
 April                                       No branch meeting.   State convention in Albuquerque  
 May 8, Noon                         Meeting  
  
Here's great news.   A portion of our national dues is now tax deductible be cause of the restructuring of 
AAUW.  Of the $49 national dues, $46 is now tax deductible .  (If you are in the 25% tax bracket, that's like 
getting a $13 reduction in dues.)  The $12 of state dues and $11 local dues are not deductible.  

         --  Cheryl  
 
Dues are Due   IMPORTANT NOTICE - this is the only notice you get that Dues are due now!   Cut out the 
form on the last page  and pay now or put with your bills to pay  by June 15.   Ð Mimi  Salinger  



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Desert Doings   May  2009                                                                                                                                                          Page 2 of 6 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research. 

NEWS FROM NATIONAL:   
 
AAUW Philanthropy Briefing    (from AAUW Current Topics Briefing #22) 

Philanthropy through AAUW in support of equity for women and girls is a deeply embedded value Ñ  a 
proud legacy honored by AAUW members for more than 121 years. A hallmark of our organization, 
philanthropy in support of our vis ion of a "fair chance for all women" has always brought us together as 
one nationwide community of AAUW, generously contributing financially, emotionally, and physically to 
help make our vision of equity for women a reality.  

All we have to do to see the di fference our contributions have made in the world is imagine the lives of 
the many women we have educated over the years. These women have gone on to advance science, 
care for families, educate future generations, lead and inspire communities, demand civil  rights, 
advocate for equitable change, and so much more.  

Today, our contributions continue to open doors for women to higher education, career achievement 
and advancement, and civil rights protections. We also use philanthropy to fight injustice, 
discrimi nation, and victimization Ñ  through support of our Legal Advocacy Fund plaintiffs, Capitol Hill 
and grassroots lobbying, attitude -changing research, campus -based programs, community -based 
education, and all our election -related activism to ensure that poli cy -makers join our fight for equity. 
Philanthropy is our way to "be there" everyday, on the battle lines for womenÕs equity.  

As individuals, we are not always able to participate personally in each equity battle, but through our 
donations to AAUW, we are a lways there Ñ  as we have always been Ñ  right on the frontlines for 
women's equity. So, although we are transitioning to a 21st -century organizational structure, AAUWÕs 
philanthropic purpose, goals, processes, and activities will remain exactly the same Ñ  including all the 
fellowship and grants funds, the Legal Advocacy Fund, and the funds to support the National 
Conference for College Women Student Leaders, Campus Action Projects, research, and all the other 
programs that help us advance equity for women an d girls. The only thing that will change is the 
terminology we use to refer to the destinations for our giving, which will now be known as the AAUW 
Funds (rather than as the Educational Foundation or "EF").  

Exactly as we have always done, we will continue to be able to designate our gifts to one or more of 
the AAUW Funds, and we can use the same fund names and fund identification numbers that are used 
currently. Undesignated (unrestricted) giving will continue to be especially appreciated, since this type 
of donation makes it possible to use your contribution where it is most needed. Wherever your 
philanthropy is directed, just as now, your gifts will be acknowledged and recognized according to your 
intent and designation Ñ  and they will be immensely appreci ated.  

In these hard times, we know that it is even harder for those who do not have access to high -quality 
education, who are not paid fairly, and who lack opportunities to make life better for themselves and 
their families. During difficult times, AAUW me mbers have always "stepped up," done a little more, and 
reached further to give a helping hand. Today, through a renewed commitment to support our AAUW 
Funds, we reaffirm our Value Promise:  

By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through educ ational and economic barriers so 
that all women have a fair chance . 
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Public Policy    Legislature Report    2009    --  Dixie Trebbe,  Public Policy 
 
I said I would do a Ògood guy, bad guyÓ  list.  I decided that since this is my personal judgment bas ed on 
personal interactions between me and the legislators that I will not do the bad guys because there are 
only four and there is a long list of people who share the same priorities that we do.  There are others 
who voted this way but with no interaction  with me.  These people voted this way because they felt 
their constituents felt this way and would benefit from their vote.  These Senators deserve a big hand for 
trying to keep things moving when it seemed the senate as a body was trying to stall the mov ement of 
bills. My list is:  Dede Feldman, Mary Jane Garcia, Tim Keller, Cynthia Nava, Michael Sanchez and John 
Sapien.  The Representatives were Gail Chasey,  Karen Gianinnie,   Mary Helen Garcia,  ÒMoeÓ Maestas,  
Rick Miera,  Al Park,  Danice Picraux,  Mi mi Stewart, and Jack Thomas.  There are two people I respect 
because I feel they vote only to benefit their constituents and so you can never tell how they will vote 
ahead of time unless you know how the bill will affect their people.  These two representa tives are Diane 
Hamilton, and Jeanette Wallace.  If any of these are people who represent you, please feel proud of 
them.     
 
Probably less than one third of the total bills made it to the GovernorÕ s desk.  Less than that were signed.  
I canÕt list all of  them but will try to list the ones that were most important to our priorities and of the most 
interest.  HB 285-Abolish Death  Penalty (life without parole).  HB 21 The Domestic Partner bill is being 
rewritten and will be back in a different form later.  W ord is that if the economy improves enough there 
may not be a special session but if needed it will be late September or October.   HB 176-Repeal Certain 
Employment of Women Laws (some  were from the teens and 1920Õs and very confining).  HB 199-School 
District and Training Center Agreements.   HB-293 Protection of Health Information.   HB-318 Homeland 
Security as Cabinet Department.  HB-322 Increase Teach er License Math Requirements.  HB- 333 Allow 5  
year Public School Graduation.  HB-393 Open Conference Comm ittees .  HB 432 School Athletics Equity 
Act.  HB-489 Employe e Protection from Retaliation.  HB-780 School for the  Blind Deficiency Corrections.  
HB-833 Paper Ballot Election Code Updates.   SB-28 Certain Coll ege Scholarships Based on Need.  SB-46 
HS Pre-App renti ceship Program.  SB-82 Permit Redispen sation of Unused Prescriptions.  SB-116 Limit 
Con tributions to Candidates and PACs.  SB-129 Prescriptio n Drug Retail Price Disclosure.  SB-133 Teacher 
Licensure Changes.  SB-210 GovernorÕs Council on WomenÕ s Health  Office.   SB-278 Electronic Medical 
Records Act.  SB-378 Public Sc hool Capitol Outlay Amendments.  SB-593 Medical Student Conditional 
Tuition Waiver .  SJM 15- Urge C leanup of Federal Uranium Mines.   SR 4- Senate L ive Audio and Video 
Webcasting . 
   
 

Calendar     
 
May 2   Albuquerque Branch meeting from 11:30 Ð 2:00, Quarters Restaurant, 4616 Wyoming NE  
  Member Priscilla Thompson  will speak on her motherÕs work with t he Navajo Nation . 
 
May 9   West Mesa Branch meeting.  See p. 1  
 
June 15  Deadline for payment of  your dues to Mimi Salinger.  
 
June 26 Ð28 National Convention in St Louis  
 
August 15  ABQ AAUW Social for Scholarships.  See  below . 
 
 

Keep up-to-date on state and other branch activities by visiting  www.aauw-nm.org 
For national news, see www.aauw.org . 
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Interest Groups 
 
BRIDGE: 
 BRIDGE TIPS:   May 7 - Jana George  
  
   PARTY BRIDGE:  Party Bridge meets the second and fourth Thursdays of the month at 1:00 p.m.  at 
 the host's home.    Please call the host if you would like to play.  
 
  May 14 - Marian Arnold  -- 891-9175 
  May 28  -  Merry Sisneros - 890-1406 
 
DINE AROUND will resume this Fall.  
  
NOBLE READERS  will meet at the Barnes and Nobel coffee shop at 9:30 a.m. on the fourth Wednesda y 
of the month.  Books for the upcoming meeting  are:  
 
  May 27:  PascalÕs Wager  by James A. Connor  
    My SisterÕs Keeper  by Jodie Picoult  
 
GREAT DECISIONS  Great Decisions will meet May 20  at 7 :00 PM at Fairwinds in Rio Rancho.  Bob Long will 
be leading the discussion on The US and Rising Powers from the Great Decisions handbook.  Our 
discussions are informative and lively.  This will be our last meeting till September.  Call Laura at 328 -1767 
for details.  
__________________________________ 
 
IT'S CONCERT TIME AGAIN.  Come and hear Cheryl and thirty of her closest friends sing their hearts 
out.  The Westside Community Chorale is under the direction of John Clark, chair of vocal music at UNM 
until his retirement a few years ago.   He now is the director our gro up as well as the music director at First 
Methodist Church and will be the musical director for the August concert performance of The Music 
Man at the Kimo.   The program will include Mendelssohn, Rachmaninoff, Mozart, and Brahms as well as 
selections from "Purlie" and "Fiddler on the Roof."   Up-tempo melodies are "Fascinatin' Rhythm," "The 
Rhythm of Life," and "I Love a Piano."   Assistant director Lee Ann Gibson from Rio Ranch High School will 
direct the powerful and moving "Prayer of the Children"   Please  come and hear us.   We love our 
audience. It would also be great if you would forward this announcement to the music lovers you 
know.  Saturday, April 25, at 7:30 at First Presbyterian Church in Rio Rancho off Southern behind Daniels 
Funeral Home.  Sunday, April 26, at 3:30 at St. Michaels and All Angels Church on Montano in 
Albuquerque.  Tickets are $10, and $5 for seniors.   Thank you so much.   --  Cheryl Klenner, alto  

ROBINSONÕS RANDOM RAMBLINGS       !  

Sharon Booth sent  me this on exercise.  S he and I h ave similar views on the subject.  Nevertheless, 
Sharon manages to be slim and I . . . donÕt.  But anyway, as the weather warms, consider these gems.  

I joined a health club last year,   spent about 400 bucks.   Haven't lost a pound.  Apparently you have to 
go there.       I have to walk early in the morning,  before my brain figures out what I'm doing.      I do have 
flabby thighs,  but fortunately my stomach covers them.      Every time I start thinking too much  about 
how I look,  I just find a Happy Hour  and by the time I leave,  I look just fine.     We all get heavier as we get 
older,  because there's a lot more information in our heads.   That's my story and I'm sticking to it . 

        Keep smiling Ð Lin   
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Your  West Mesa Branch  20 09 -  10   DUES are due  
 

 Mail yo ur check for    $ 72.00                 
  (or, if you are a dual member, $12 branch dues only)  

  payable to :   AAUW, West Mesa 
  with the form below, to  
 

    Mimi Salinger, Treasurer  
    211 Valle Vista Rd  
    Corrales  NM  87048  
 
 
 

!    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   

PLEASE,  PRINT  OR  TYPE: 
 

   Or check this box if there has been no change from last year "  
 

 Name________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Name as you would like it to appear on your name tag, if different____________________ __ 
 
 Mailing address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City________________________  Zip_____________ 
 
 Phone  _______________________ 
 
 E-mail address________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Your birthday________________________  SpouseÕs name_____________________ 
 
 
 Degrees Earned  In What Field ?                     From What C ollege or University ?  
 
 1)____________  ___________________  ___________________________________ 
  
 2)____________  ___________________  ___________________________________  
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ALBUQUERQUE BRANCH AAUW SOCIAL FOR SCHOLARSHIPS Ð You and your family and friend s are 
cordially invited to the AAUW Social for Scholarships and all proceeds will benefit our AAUW Educational 
Foundation Scholarship Program.  Here are some of the highlights of the Social.   

 A.   Delicious Food Fair :  Bring your  favorite gourmet delight  along with the recipe to the Food 
Fair to enter a friendly competition to win award ribbons and prizes.   All attendees will get to sample 
the entries and vote for  Best Main Dish, Best Salad, Best Dessert and Best Other dishes.  Purchase tickets 
at the d oor to obtain the recipes.   Coffee, tea and soda will be provided.  
 B. Carnival/Table Games :  Table games and fun for all ages.  Some games require tickets 
which can be purchased at the door.  There will be drawings for prizes and other items for sale Ñ all to 
benefit our AAUW Educational Foundation.    
 
SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, August 15, 2009 from 11 am to 2 pm .  If you want to help set up, please call 
Carol Holt 250 -5157 or 858-0032 or write cholt58@comcast.net  . 
  
LOCATION: The Community Center , 4900 Kachina St NW .   Travel west on Montano.  Continue west on 
Montano, past Coors only 3/10 th of a mile to Taylor Ranch Road.  Turn right and the large pink building 
on the left ahead is the Community Center.  This Community Center rolled out the red carpet for our 
AAUW- it is beautiful and they are helping to support our scholarship program by providing spacious 
Meeting Room 1 for our Social for Scholarships .    
 
COST:  $10 per adult and $5 per student  admission .  If you bring an entry for the Food Fair, your 
admittance is half price .   AAUW members also please bring a gift wrapped new or gently used book to 
donate to the event .  (Purchase tickets at the door for the drawings, games or recipes at $1 each.)  
 
RESERVATIONS:  Advance Reservations are required by July 31, 2009 .  If you wish to make your 
reservation(s) or arrange to enter dishes in the Food Fair, please contact Carol Holt, cholt@comcast.net .  
Or call her at 250 -5157.   Please bring no children under 8 years old.  Thank you.  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
West Mesa Branch  


