
GIRLS CAN!! 

Saturday, March 13, 2010 
8 A.M. to 12 Noon 

 

   GIRLS CAN!! encourages middle school girls to explore several careers and gives parents information to help their daugh-
ters achieve their goals. The half-day workshop brings girls together with talented career women from the greater Las Cruces 
area. Typically there are 25 to 30 careers represented from Dentist and Engineer to Judge, Public Relations expert and Veteri-
narian. Presenters spend the majority of the workshop involving the girls in a hands-on activity related to each career. Girls 
also receive information on educational requirements related to the careers. 
 
   The major purpose of this project is to encourage girls to continue their education as far as possible. We want girls and 
their parents to realize that higher education is a possibility. Parents also attend a series of workshops, which focus on build-
ing self-esteem, drugs and gangs awareness, health and education challenges in the early teen years and advance planning for 
college. 
 
   GIRLS CAN!! requires many volunteers and hours of preparation to make it a success. Members' talents can be applied in 
a variety of projects during the next few months' preparation. We particularly need people to serve in the following capacities: presenter 
recruitment, parents workshop coordinator, school outreach, cheerleaders, food coordinator. The day of the event, we need approximately 30 
volunteers to work with registration and serve as facilitators to our presenters. 
 

To volunteer or learn more about a particular task, contact: 
BONNIE EISENBERG     541-8443     mizbons@comcast.net 

 
1995-1996 Expanding Your Horizons 

In conjunction with the NM Network for Women in Science & Engineering 
 

1996-2010 GIRLS CAN!! 
AAUW-Las Cruces Continuing Visible Community Focus Project (CVCFP) 

WELCOME TO AAUW-LAS CRUCES, INC. 
2009-2010 

 

   The Las Cruces branch was founded in 1923 and is the oldest branch in the state of New Mex-
ico.  We pride ourselves on our varied activities and service to the community.  Our current 
membership stands at 95, with hopes to exceed 100 members by year end. 
 

   Given our position on the New Mexico/Texas/Mexico border, we are uniquely equipped for 
involvement in regional, national, and international issues affecting women and girls.  Our 
monthly programming reflects this involvement.  For several years, many of our programs have 
addressed border issues.  This theme is now being followed state-wide, beginning at the Fall 
Workshop, Focus on La Frontera, in Carlsbad, and culminating at our 2010 state convention 
and symposium, Women Across Borders, in Albuquerque. 
 

   We welcome members who believe in our mission of ad-
vancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, edu-
cation, philanthropy, and research.  Membership is open to 
women and men who have at least an associates degree or 

equivalent from an accredited institution.  You will find our meetings timely and 
interesting.  Our interest groups are wonderful ways to meet like-minded people in 
a variety of activities.  Please review our 2009-2010 activities and plan to join us.  It 
will be the beginning of a remarkable relationship! 
 

Deanise Marta, AAUW-Las Cruces branch president 

Cinco de Mayo Festivities 

D.B. Cox Ranch Ruins in the  
Organ Mountains 



ELECTED OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT 
DEANISE MARTA 
dxmarta@msn.com 
 
PROGRAM CO-V.PõS. 
SHIRLEY ARMSTRONG 
shirmike7@msn.com 
 

SUSAN GRIGALIUNAS 
susybill@aol.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP CO-V.PõS. 
LYNN ALFORD 
lcalford@live.com 
 

KATHI BARIT 
katherinebarit@comcast.net 
 
SECRETARY 
FRAN PLEC 
fplec@comcast.net 
 
TREASURER 
RUTH BENJAMINS 
benjpa@q.com 
 

INTEREST GROUPS 
 

BOOKS (two groups) 
 

òANYTHING GOES!ó 
Second Monday, 1:30 P.M. 
Contact: Lori LaPlanche 
laplanche45@comcast.com 
 

THE BOOK WOMEN  
First Wednesday, 1:30 P.M. 
Contact: Pat Pedersen 
patped6@yahoo.com 
 

CULTURAL TRIPS 
 

GOING PLACES 
Third Thursday, morning 
Tour local sights, museums. 
Contact: Fran Plec 
fplec@comcast.net 
 

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP (two groups) 
 

DINERS CLUB 
Third Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. 
Dine at local restaurants. 
Contact: Sally S. Story 
ssstory13@msn.com 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL DIN-
NERS 
Monthly, weekend evening. 
Contact: Jo Tice Bloom 
jotbloom@comcast.net 
 

GAMES 
 

BRIDGE (two groups) 
Daytime 
Second Thursday, 1 P.M. 
Contact: Carol Ann Council 
kk-ca_council@msn.com 
 

Evening 
Fourth Tuesday, 7:15 P.M. 
Contact: Carol Ann Council 
kk-ca_council@msn.com 
 

MAHJONG  
Twice monthly. 
Contact: Kathi Barit 
katherinebarit@comcast.net 
 

SPORTS 
 

NFL  
Football season. Sunday after-
noon/evening; Monday eve-
ning; Thursday evening. 
Contact: Phoebe Pierce 
pierce1@zianet.com 
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BRANCH MEETINGS AND EVENTS   2009-2010 
 

All general events are open to the public. 
 

2009 
September 12 Saturday, 10 A.M. 
Location Mountain View Hospital Comm. Ed. Room 
Program ERNA FERGUSON, MULTI-FACETED NEW MEXICAN 
Presenter Jo Tice Bloom, Ph.D. 
 NMSU History Department, retired 
 
October 10 Saturday, 10:00 A.M. 
Location Mountain View Hospital, Comm. Ed. Room 
Program SANTA CATALINA WOMEN AND THEIR WORK 
Presenter Sister Donna Kustusch 
  
Oct. 23-25 2008 AAUW-NM FALL WORKSHOP 
  Fall State Leadership Team Meeting 
  Carlsbad branch, host 
 
November 3 Election Day! Tuesday, 7 A.M.-7 P.M. 
 
November 14 Mountain View Hospital, Comm. Ed. Room 
Location Doña Ana C.C. ð Main Campus, Room 96 
Program WHERE THE GIRLS ARE 
Presenters Mary Sandford and Nina Thayer 
 AAUW New Mexico Co-Presidents 
 
December 5 Saturday, 11:30 A.M. 
Location Picacho Hills Country Club 
Program ¡HOLIDAY LUNCHEON! 
 
 

To Life!  
By Kathi Barit 



2010 
January 9 Saturday, 10 A.M. 
Location Mountain View Hospital, Comm. Ed. Room 
Program PREPARING FOR SPRING IN THE GARDEN 
Presenter Jackye Meinecke, Owner, Enchanted Gardens 
 
TBA Choice Rally, Santa Fe, NM 
 
Jan. 31  WINTER STATE LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING 
  Santa Fe Branch Santa Fe, NM 
Feb. 1   A Day at the Legislature Santa Fe, NM 
 
February 9 Tuesday, 6:30 P.M. 
Location Mountain View Hospital, Comm. Ed. Room 
Program BORDER PATROL OPERATIONS, EL PASO SECTOR, WITH K-9 PRESENTATION 
Presenters Border Patrol Agents 
 
March 13 Saturday, 8 A.M. 
Event  GIRLS CAN!! 
Presenters Professional Women from Las Cruces Community 
Location TBD 
 
MARCH WOMENõS HISTORY MONTH 
 
April 6  Tuesday, 6:30 P.M. 
Location The Village at Northrise 
Program OPENING ENVIRONMENTAL DOORS TO CHILDREN:  CHIHUAHUAN DESERT 
 NATURE PARK AND ASOMBRO INSTITUTE  
Presenter Stephanie Bestelmeyer, Ph.D., Executive Director 
 
April 16-18 AAUW-NM STATE CONVENTION 
  Spring State Leadership Team Meeting 
  Albuquerque Branch Albuquerque, NM 
 
May 8  Saturday, 10 A.M. 
Location Mountain View Hospital, Comm. Ed. Room 
Program WOMEN AND SEXUAL ABUSE 
Presenter  Linda Lang, Social Worker  
 
June 8  Tuesday, 6 P.M. 
Location Home of Deanise Marta 
Program END OF YEAR PARTY 
 Installation of Officers 
 Potluck Salad Supper 



BRANCH BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

2009 
September 14 
October 12 
November 9 
December (no meeting)  
 
2010 
January 11 
February 8 
March 8 
April 12 
May 10 
June 14  
July (no meeting) 
August TBD 
 
   Second MONDAY, 9:30 A.M. at ACA Language School, 255 West Hadley, downtown. If you wish 
to be placed on the agenda, or if you canõt attend the meeting, please notify DEANISE MARTA, 
dxmarta@msn.com, 541-8003, ahead of time. All board meetings are open to AAUW members. 

 

mailto:dxmarta@msn.com

